Monday, February 3, 2003
Genesis 45:1 - 46:34

Recognizing that his brothers were ready to defend and protect Benjamin, Joseph could no longer carry on his deception and broke into loud sobs of joy and love for his brothers. They, however, were quite frightened by the revelation. Joseph held their lives in his hands.  Would he exact his revenge?  Why didn’t he? 

From the beginning of his story something in Joseph was a little different from most people. He rejected Potiphar’s wife’s advances not only because of his loyalty to her husband, but also because he would not “sin against God”. He gave God the glory for the interpretation of the prisoners’ dreams and also of Pharaoh’s. He said, “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.” When he revealed himself to his brothers, Joseph said of his slavery, “God sent me before you to preserve life.”  Trying to reassure them, he told them three times that it was God who sent him to Egypt. Then he said, “God has made me lord of all Egypt.” Joseph absolutely trusted in God for all things, truly recognizing God’s power in his life. Why could Joseph forgive his brothers?  He was so focused on God, and the mission and blessings that he received from God, that he didn’t have time for retribution. That doesn’t mean that his life had been easy, but the blessings and mission had overpowered the anger and discouragement. 

God came to Jacob in a dream, so Jacob may have wondered why he was being taken from the land promised in the covenant. He would never see the land again. When God said “you” in His promise, He was referring to Jacob’s descendants. No daughters-in-law or sons-in-law were counted in the number of those coming to Egypt, so we know that if everyone had been counted the number would have been higher than seventy. 

Tomorrow Jacob meets Pharaoh and has an interesting gift for him.

